
 
 
 
 
 

   European Council of Academies 
of Applied Sciences, Technologies 
           and Engineering 
 

Mr Günther Öttinger  
Commissioner Energy 

Rue la Loi 200 
European Commission 
1049 Brussels Belgium 

 
Paris, December 10, 2012 

 
Dear Mr Commissioner, 
 
 
Euro-CASE, celebrating its 20th Anniversary, and the hosting National Academy of 
Technologies of France (NATF), were honoured of your presence and stimulated by your 
keynote address at the Opening Ceremony of Euro-CASE Annual Conference on November 
12, 2012 in Paris. 
 
The Conference, “Energy Independence for Europe” held the next day, was focused on 
issues related to European energy resources, the strategic role of power grids, various 
industrial approaches and social perception of European citizens. 
 
Faced in Europe with the complexity of the energy source mix, with its geographical 
distribution, and with the societal and industrial demand increase for energy, Euro-CASE 
observes that there is a need for more coherence in Europe’s energy policy.  Following its 
Annual Conference, on behalf of Euro-CASE, François Guinot, member of the Board of Euro-
CASE and Honorary President of NATF, jointly with Bernard Tardieu, Chairman of the 
Energy and Climate Change Committee of NATF, have prepared three main 
recommendations to national and European political decision-makers, which we would like to 
share with you. 
 

• Europe needs an instrument for assessment of the various energy sources in Europe 
in a comparative, integrated manner. Faced with the intrinsic diversity of the 
energy mix and the complexity of inter-connections, it is urgent that an in-depth 
analysis of the European energy system is carried out for the purpose of 
identifying comparative advantages of various energies that are/will be 
produced in Europe. This audit should examine the European energy system with 
all its components: costs, GHG emissions, industrial policies … Results should allow 
identifying, within the bounds of the European energy mix (intermittent renewable 
energies, bio-sourced energies, conventional and non-conventional fossil fuel 
energies…), the most attractive sources to be developed in priority and produced in 
Europe. The audit should cover questions of quantity, required levels of investment, 
impact on the environment, job creation and impact on industrial competitiveness. 
Given the degree of incoherence of the current system, it is urgent that the 
proposed audit be implemented, even more so since we observe today the 
development of new national agendas that exacerbate this incoherence. Euro-
CASE supports the need for such an audit and is willing to play a driving role. 

 
• Energy efficiency is one of the main levers that can help reduce the energy 

dependence of Europe. Attaining higher efficiency calls for the development of 
an intelligent or “smart” demand. One of the major problems to be solved relates 
to peak consumption periods and energy over-production at other times. By acting on 



energy demand level one can, on one hand, absorb the over-production and, on the 
other hand, smooth out the consumption peaks, especially in large cities where 
energy savings may turn out to be considerable. Euro-CASE recommends that the 
authorities support development of "smart” demand plans for all “city actors”. 
To achieve this one must create “intelligent territories” capable to develop technical 
systems to store the power produced, deploy “smart metering” systems that can react 
to demand increase and smooth out consumption peaks and, lastly, assure education 
and provide information for future “smart consumers”. 

 
• Improving energy efficiency offers considerable opportunities not only on the 

economic side but also for technological innovations. Some innovations face a priori 
objections on the citizen side and, personal feelings vary to a large extent from 
country to country, no matter what sort of energy sources are involved: nuclear 
power, combustion of coal or shale oil, photovoltaic … Euro-CASE recommends 
that a wide-scale enquiry be launched to map out energy-related expectations 
of European citizens. Such a survey would help understanding efforts to undertake, 
in terms of information and education, in order for European citizens to better grasp 
energy options available. Euro-CASE, in its position of an independent 
organisation, would like to fully participate in such a debate. 

 
We hope that these recommendations will draw your attention, especially in view of the 
global energy challenges and the European Commission’s implementation of “Horizon 2020”. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

       
 
Lena Treschow Torell      Bruno Revellin-Falcoz 
Chairman of Euro-CASE     President of NATF 
 


